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The Student Engagement Construct
• Time on Task (Tyler, 1930s)
• Quality of Effort (Pace, 1960-70s)
• Student Involvement (Astin, 1984)
• Social, Academic Integration (Tinto, 1993)
• Good Practices (Chickering & Gamson, 1987)
• College Impact (Pascarella, 1985)
• Student Engagement (Kuh, et al, 1991, 2005)
Kuh, George D. “The National Survey of Student Engagement: Conceptual and Empirical 
Foundations.” New directions for Institutional Research. No. 141, Spring 2009.

First Year                         Seniors
Framework: 
Student 
Approaches 
to Learning
Marton and Säljö (1976, 1984) Entwistle and Ramsden (1983), Biggs (1987; 1996)
Surface Factors
• Lack of Purpose
• Unrelated Memorizing
• Syllabus Boundedness
• Fear of Failure
Strategic Factors
• Organized Study
• Time Management
• Achieving
• Alertness to Demands
• Monitoring
Deep Factors
• Seeking Meaning
• Relating Ideas
• Use of Evidence
• Interest in Ideas
Mixed Factors
• Memorizing with 
Understanding
• Reflection
• Internal and External 
Regulation 
Strategies
Over 11% of 
Variance in 
Student 
Performance
Richardson’s Model
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An Integrated Model of Students’ Approaches to Studying (Richardson 2005)
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An Integrated Model of Students’ Approaches to Studying (Richardson 2005)
Demographic Characteristics
• Intellectual abilities
• Personality 
• Motivation
• Goal orientation
• Mindset
• Prior performance
• Prior knowledge
• Age
• Gender
• Race/Ethnicity
• SES
Demographic Predictors of Approaches
Surface Strategic Deep
Age
Gender
Full Time Student
Course Load
Source of Tuition
Employment
First Generation
Motivation Predictors of Approaches
Surface Deep
Professor 5 1
Grade Forgiveness 2 2
Interest in Subject 4 3
Pre-requisite 1 5
Worked With 
Schedule 3 4
Richardson’s Model
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An Integrated Model of Students’ Approaches to Studying (Richardson 2005)
Conceptions of Learning
• Learning as the increase of knowledge
• Learning as memorizing
• Learning as the acquisition of facts or procedures
• Learning as the abstraction of meaning
• Learning as an interpretative process aimed at the 
understanding of reality.
• Learning as a constructive and purposeful process
Richardson’s Model
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An Integrated Model of Students’ Approaches to Studying (Richardson 2005)
Contextual Factors
• Formative and summative assessment plan
• Allocation of work and feedback
• Course structure, organization and management
• Instructor
• Class size
• Class modality
• Day/time
Richardson’s Model
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An Integrated Model of Students’ Approaches to Studying (Richardson 2005)
Perceptions of Academic 
Context 
• Good Teaching
• Clear Goals and Standards
• Appropriate Workload
• Appropriate Assessment
• Emphasis on Independence
• Confidence with Modality
Experience of Teaching & Learning 
Predictors of Approaches
Surface Strategic Deep
Congruence/Coherence
Teaching for Understanding
Instructor Enthusiasm & Support
Constructive Feedback
Support from Classmates
Interest & Enjoyment
Demands
Perceived Learning
An Integrated Model of Teachers’ Approaches to Teaching, Conceptions 
of Teaching, and Perceptions of the Teaching Environment
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Thank You!
Questions?
